







































Early Years Children (under 5) with Social and Communication difficulties in Waltham Forest


A step by step guide to accessing local care services





Initial concern about possible autism raised by health visitor, parent, GP, speech and language therapist, Clinical Psychologist or other professional or children’s centre 





Psychologist Assessment





Close communication with clinical psychologist, educational psychologists, Children’s Centre staff, Early Years Team, nursery and local speech therapy to co-ordinate work with the child. 





Child referred to Specialist Children’s Service (The Wood Street Health Centre). A multi-agency panel consider the referral to confirm whether the Social and Communication Clinic is appropriate. This meeting will identify the team who will be working with the child and their family. 








Hearing/  vision/


dental checks





Questionnaire sent to preschool.








Home visit / observation by specialist health visitor / nurse





Child’s condition probably not autism. Follow up by Child Development Team





Social and Communication Clinic Initial session. 1 ½  hours assessment with Paediatrician or Child Psychiatrist and Speech and Language Therapist +/-Clinical /Educational Psychologist. Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder may be made.





Outcome of assessment copied to educational psychologist





Educational psychologist contacts family during Social and Communication Group period





Social and Communication Clinic Playgroup (4 children in a group) 


5 one and half hour  sessions with the child, parent and key worker supporting the relationship between parent and child 


Separate information sessions for the parents run alongside some sessions.


Week 6: 2 hour information session for parents.





Educational psychologist refers child for Special Educational Needs assessment ( if appropriate)





Special Educational Needs assessment


 (6 month process)


Information Sharing / link with nursery/ schools staff














Social and Communication Clinic Conference for family and Multi Disciplinary Team or Individual care plan meeting agreed for child. Diagnosis of autism may be made at this point.


Decision on Statementing may be taken.





Post diagnosis home visit by – CDT Nursing Team and follow up as necessary.





Care plan activated


Consisting of linked options





No diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Disorder. Possible diagnosis of speech and language disorder. Referred back to Wood Street Child Development Team





Child referred to specialist services and Child and Family Consultation Service





Possible referral of child to Hamara 


(Barnardo’s)
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Portage support for parents in dealing with child’s developmental needs





In a special school. Child reviewed annually





Possible referral to Disabled Children’s Social Work Team for support





Early Bird 


Programme


(12 weeks)


Barnardo’s





In a mainstream school. Wood Street Child Development Team (SCS) reviews child annually





Child referred to Early Bird Programme 





Community Speech and Language therapy 


(Langthorne, Wood Street or Chingford)





Possible post Early Bird parents


Group  





Good Beginnings


6 x 1 ½  hr sessions of support and advice for parents at Children’s Centres. Involving a team of early years professionals, a speech and language therapist, a health visitor and an educational psychologist.











 Individual Behaviour Intervention





Developing Child Parenting Group (Under 5)





Parent Support from Whitefields Outreach Teacher





Family Support from CAPS








